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adequately express. I can only hope that dur-
ing this difficult time these families and the 
communities that embrace them will find 
strength and joy in fond memories of Lilibeth 
and Harrison. 

In newspapers and on television we have 
been witness to the images of scared parents, 
forlorn classmates, and the devastation a sin-
gle accident can cause. These scenes are 
heartbreaking for everyone. What hasn’t been 
widely exposed, but serves as an equally pow-
erful statement, is the effort of the community 
to support the Gomez and Orosco families in 
their time of need. Parents, teachers, stu-
dents, local officials and other residents in Ar-
lington County and Northern Virginia have 
demonstrated their love and goodwill by offer-
ing sympathy letters and cards, a needed 
friend for survivors, and thoughtful financial 
support. The collective strength and love of 
this community, many of whom didn’t know 
any of the families affected but still wanted to 
help, serves as a beacon for those struggling 
with the loss. I have never been more proud 
to represent this wonderfully caring and di-
verse community. 

Throughout this tragedy, the Parents and 
Teachers Association of Boston-Hoffman Ele-
mentary School has been centrally involved. 
Providing an outlet for the community to share 
in their collective grief and express their sup-
port, Boston-Hoffman PTA has established a 
donation fund, extra counseling for students, 
and a place to send flowers, cards and letters 
that respects these families’ wishes to grieve 
privately. I greatly admire their noble actions 
and commend the Boston-Hoffman PTA for 
filling a needed void during such challenging 
circumstances. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope you will join me in ex-
pressing this body’s condolences to these 
families who may never fully recuperate fol-
lowing the losses of Lilibeth and Harrison. In 
the midst of this tragedy though, we have ex-
perienced the Arlington community at its most 
caring best. This effort, along with the shared 
memories of these two children, will never be 
forgotten.
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Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, 
it is deeply discouraging that no high-ranking 
military or civilian defense officials are being 
held accountable for the terrible abuses of 
basic human rights that occurred at the prison 
in Abu Ghraib. The editorial from the Wash-
ington Post, which I hereby insert into the 
RECORD, makes the point very well. The fail-
ure of the Bush Administration to hold any 
high-ranking official in any way accountable 
for this grave lapse is in itself a deeply regret-
table example of dereliction of duty.
[From the washingtonpost.com, Apr. 23, 2005] 
TOP OFFICERS IN ABU GHRAIB CASE CLEARED 

(By Robert Burns) 
WASHINGTON.—Lt. Gen. Ricardo Sanchez, 

faulted by some for leadership failures in the 
Abu Ghraib prisoner abuse scandal, has been 
cleared by the Army of all allegations of 
wrongdoing and will not be punished, offi-
cials said. 

Three officers who were among Sanchez’s 
top deputies during the period of the pris-
oner abuse in the fall of 2003 also have been 
cleared. An Army Reserve one-star general 
has been reprimanded, and the outcome of 
seven other senior Army officer cases could 
not be learned Friday. 

Sanchez, who became the senior U.S. com-
mander in Iraq in June 2003, two months 
after the fall of Baghdad, has not been ac-
cused of criminal violations. It is unclear, 
however, whether the controversy sur-
rounding his role in Iraq will stand in the 
way of his earning a fourth star. He is near-
ing the end of his tenure as commander of 
the Army’s 5th Corps, based in Germany. 

After assessing the allegations against 
Sanchez and taking sworn statements from 
37 people, the Army’s inspector general, Lt. 
Gen. Stanley E. Green, concluded that the 
allegations were unsubstantiated, according 
to officials familiar with the details of 
Green’s probe. 

Green reached the same conclusion in the 
cases of two generals and a colonel who 
worked on Sanchez’s staff. 

The ’officials who disclosed the findings 
spoke only on condition of anonymity be-
cause the results on Sanchez and 11 other of-
ficers who were the subject of Green’s scru-
tiny have not yet been publicly released and 
Congress has not been fully briefed. 

The question of accountability among sen-
ior Army and Defense Department officials 
who were in positions of responsibility on 
Iraq detention and interrogation policy has 
been hotly debated in Congress. Some Demo-
crats accuse the Pentagon of foisting all the 
blame onto low-ranking soldiers. 

In a statement issued Friday that did not 
mention Sanchez or other specific cases, 
Sen. John Warner, chairman of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, said that as 
soon as all Pentagon assessments of account-
ability are complete he will hold a com-
mittee hearing ‘‘to examine the adequacy of 
those reviews’’ and to hear senior civilian 
and military officials address the issue. 

Warner, R-Va., said he strongly agrees 
with one investigation report that concluded 
last year that commanders should be held 
accountable for their action or inaction and 
that military as well as civilian leaders in 
the Pentagon ‘‘share this burden of responsi-
bility.’’

The office of Michigan Sen. Carl Levin, the 
ranking Democrat on the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, declined to comment on 
the matter. 

Asked about public expectations of punish-
ment for senior officers associated with Abu 
Ghraib, the Army’s chief public affairs offi-
cer, Brig. Gen. Vincent Brooks, said the 
Army went to great lengths to make its in-
vestigations thorough and fair. 

In addition to clearing Sanchez, the Army 
inspector general has determined that there 
should be no punishment given to Sanchez’s 
former top deputy, Maj. Gen. Walter 
Wojdakowski; to Maj. Gen. Barbara Fast, 
who was Sanchez’s intelligence chief in 
Baghdad; or to Col. Mark Warren, Sanchez’s 
top legal adviser at the time. 

In an interview Friday, three senior de-
fense officials associated with the Green in-
vestigations cited mitigating circumstances 
in the Sanchez case, including the fact that 
his organization in Iraq, known as Combined 
Joint Task Force 7, initially was short of the 
senior officers it required. They also cited 
the upsurge in insurgent violence shortly 
after Sanchez took command and the intense 
pressure the military faced in hunting down 
Saddam Hussein. 

The three officials spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

A separate investigation by a panel headed 
for former Defense Secretary James Schles-

inger concluded that Sanchez should have 
taken stronger action in November 2003 when 
he realized the extent of problems among the 
military intelligence and military police 
units running Abu Ghraib. 

A subsequent Army investigation, made 
public last summer in what was called the 
Kern-Fay-Jones report, concluded that al-
though Sanchez and his most senior deputies 
were not directly involved in the bases at 
Abu Ghraib, their ‘‘action and inaction did 
indirectly contribute’’ to some abuses. 

Sanhez and Wojdakowski were cited in the 
Kern-Fay-Jones report for failure to ‘‘ensure 
proper staff oversight of detention and inter-
rogation operations’’ in Iraq, specifically at 
the Abu Ghraib prison where Iraqi detainees 
were physically abused and sexually humili-
ated by military police and intelligence sol-
diers in fall 2003.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and remembrance of Ottilie Markholt, 
loving mother, grandmother, author, dedicated 
union advocate, community activist, and dear 
friend to many. Her passing marks a great 
loss for her family and friends, and also for 
every member of our American workforce. It 
was Ms. Markholt’s focus, drive and vision, di-
rected at improving and securing worker’s 
rights that brought the plight of the American 
worker and the labor movement into the light 
of day. 

Ms. Markholt was born and raised in the 
great northwest, an only child of modest be-
ginnings. As a young child, her family moved 
from the wild frontier of Alaska to Seattle, 
Washington. Ms. Markholt, exceptionally intel-
ligent and well-read, rejected the socially con-
servative ideology present in higher education 
at the time, opting to quit college and focus on 
changing the world for the better—especially 
for the working class. Armed with a passion 
for social justice, an agile mind, a gift for writ-
ing and an unwavering commitment to the 
cause, Ms. Markholt set off on a lifetime jour-
ney of advocating for the struggling working 
class of America. 

Ms. Markholt was no stranger to struggle 
herself. As a single mother of two young boys, 
Ms. Markholt survived on meager office wages 
by becoming an expert gardener and seam-
stress. She kept her boys well-fed and well-
clothed by baking homemade bread, canning 
fruits and vegetables, making her own butter 
and cottage cheese, and making their own 
clothes. Despite adversity, she remained emo-
tionally and physically strong, and her energy 
and focus served to propel the labor move-
ment forward. From writing critically acclaimed 
books and articles, to knocking on doors and 
soliciting membership, to organizing strikes, 
Ms. Markholt’s energy and commitment helped 
set the labor movement ablaze in the Pacific 
Northwest.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honor and remembrance of the remarkable 
and exceptional life of Ottilie Markholt. The in-
finite measure of her heart, combined with her 
courage, vision and integrity, defined her life 
and served to lift the lives of countless individ-
uals and families throughout our community, 

VerDate jul 14 2003 05:24 Apr 29, 2005 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A28AP8.003 E28PT1


